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experienced since our last Stanley 
Cup parade is two-career parenthood. 
Mother is not only working outside 
of the house, she often has a more 
demanding workload than her husband.

As a result, kitchens are now designed 
with an open concept that flows into 
the other rooms. That’s mostly because 
family life is so busy these days, when 
mom and dad finally get home, they 
don’t want to be isolated from the family.

As building lots narrowed, the garage 
often became the central feature in the 
home’s front facade and it stuck out 
from the front of the house.

The late Fred DeGasperis (Aspen 
Ridge and CountryWide Homes) 
found a solution to that drawback. He 
introduced the wide/shallow lot to 
the market after discovering them in 
Florida. It flips the average lot sideways 
to give it more breadth, reduced the 

depth of the rear yard and created 
enough room to attach the garage on the 
side, flush with the front of the house.

Most new home architects will 
tell you the market stimulates good 
design. When you see changes in 
design trends and what appears to be 
nostalgia — such as the Craftsman and 
Victorian designs — it’s a result of the 
consumer continuing to search for 
security, comfort and value. Knowing 
the pulse of the consumer, anticipating 
what will sell two or even three years 
out — and the equally important ability 
to recognize trends — is important to a 
builder’s success.

The consumer today is so much more 
knowledgeable about buying new homes 
and that has given them the confidence 
to push the envelope in design, interior 
finishes, even colour selections.

The previous generation of first-time 
buyers had a wide selection of colour 
finishes in their new home, as long as it 
was a shade of white. Today, builders’ 
design centres offer as much variety as a 
large building supply store.

Some architects and engineers predict 
interesting design changes coming soon 
in the function of homes. For instance, 
both single-family and highrise 
residences will generate their own 
electricity from small, unobtrusive wind 
generators on the roof. When the home 
isn’t burning electrcity, it can produce 
income by selling the excess to the grid.

This is just a small sampling of the life 
trends that influence good home design. 
We are fortunate to be benefitting from 
the inclusion of many of these in our 
current marketplaces.

A variety of features 
dictate the design of 
new homes today, 
but two of the most 

significant are the Ontario Greenbelt 
and two-career parents.

Ontario’s creation of the world’s 
largest protected greenbelt removed 
more than 1.8 million acres from future 
land development. And when you 
isolate nearly 2 million acres of raw 
land in the middle of one of the fastest-
growing regions in North America, that 
puts a lot of pressure on lot sizes, and lot 
sizes dictate house designs.

Fifty years ago, when Twiggy and 
Go-Go boots were popular, the average 
new home lot size was 50-feet wide and 
120-feet deep. Today we see new homes 
being built on lots 14-feet wide. That 
certainly dictates changes in designs.

Another change our society has 

A
SP

EN
 R

ID
G

E 
H

O
M

ES
.

home realty

THE RUNWAY OF 
HOME DESIGN 
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Open concept designs are very popular to allow for more family interaction,  
like this model at the Kettle Lakes Club in Richmond Hill by Aspen Ridge Homes.
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