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In today’s world of climbing real estate 
values, many feel that a fully-detached 
single-family home may not be within their 
fi nancial reach. The white-picket fence 
ideology has shifted to fi t the changing 
real estate market. Buyers are now looking 
at alternative forms of housing that offer 
affordability and often a wider selection 
of fl oor plan options. These houses can 
be a great investment and still give you a 
lot of home that fi ts into your lifestyle. The 
alternatives can come in many different 
shapes and sizes and delving into the vari-
ous built forms can be confusing at fi rst, 
so make sure to do some research. To give 
you a head start, I’ve drafted a brief out-
line of the most commonly marketed home 
types apart from the traditional detached 
home and the condominium apartment 
building.

STACKED TOWNHOUSE
A stacked townhouse is usually a three- 

or four-level building with one unit stacked 
above another, and they typically include:

• Individual front entrances that face the 
street or a courtyard.

• Private outdoor spaces provided either 
through front or rear yard patios/court-
yards, balconies and/or rooftop decks.

• Private internal corridors.
• Usually just one level of parking, which 

can be underground or above ground.
• Building designs which have both 

through units with windows and en-
trances at both ends or back-to-back.

• Units with windows only at one end.

LINK
A link, sometimes referred to as a 

carriage home, is joined by a garage or 
carport. These houses can be less expen-
sive than detached homes and typically 
feature:

• A garage or carport which provides   

access to the front and backyards.
• Joined basement walls so that link 

houses give the appearance of being 
single-family homes on small lots.

SEMI-DETACHED
A semi-detached home is a single 

family home that is joined on one side 
to another home and shares a common 
adjoining wall. Semis can be either bunga-
lows or two storeys and typically feature:

• Individual backyards.
• Advantages of a single-family detached 

home often without the price tag.

DUPLEX
In some cities, semis are called duplex-

es. A duplex is a building containing two 
single-family homes, located one above 
the other. In the GTA what is commonly 
referred to as a duplex typically features:

• A two-storey house with separate 
dwelling units on each storey.

• A yard, which is usually only for the use 
of the fi rst-fl oor residents.

• This can be a two-family home or an 
income unit.

TRADITIONAL TOWNHOUSE
Townhouses, which are sometimes 

called row houses, are side-by-side single-
family homes, joined by common walls 
connected to the unit on either side and 
typically feature:

• Two or three stories.
• Freehold or condominium homes
• A separate outdoor space for each 

tenant.

BACK-TO-BACK TOWNHOUSE
Back-to-back townhomes have attached 

units separated by a common wall above 
grade that back onto each other. They 
also:

• Do not normally have rear yards and 

often have their outdoor space in the 
form of a rooftop patio or front yard.

• Have individual front doors accessible 
from the street.

• May have garages or underground 
parking.

LOVE YOUR NEIGHBOURHOOD
This is just a glimpse at the alternative 

housing available in a city like the GTA. No 
matter your budget and lifestyle, there re-
ally is something for everyone. Your dream 
home may not be as far out of reach as 
you think; fi nd the neighbourhood you love 
and see what’s available!

Debbie Cosic, CEO and Founder of 
In2ition Realty, has worked in all fac-
ets of the real estate industry for over 
20 years. She has sold and overseen 
the sales of over 5 billion dollars’ worth 
of real estate. In2ition with Debbie at 
the helm has become one of the fast-
est growing new home and condo sales 
companies, now with worldwide af� lia-
tions and a recently opened full service 
real estate of� ce in Hong Kong. Debbie 
and her team have received numerous 
awards by BILD (Building Industry & 
Land Development) and NAHB (Na-
tional Association of Home Builders).
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